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determine the limit. Hence it is that E. F. Schumacher
says: No one is really working for peace uniess he is work-
ing primarily for the restoration of wisdom {1973:30].
In a recent talk in Japan, Ivan Illich gave a simple illustra-
tion. Shortly after his birth, his grandfather, living on the
Island of Brac off the Dalmatian coast, expressed a wish
to see his grand-child. On the same boat that brought the
baby to the island in 1926 came also the very first loud-
speaker to have been seen on the island.
Up to that day, all men and women had spoken
with more or less equally powerful voices. Hence-
forth this would change. Henceforth the access
.to the microphone would determine whose voice
shall be magnified. Silence now ceased to be in the
commons; it became a resource for which loud-
speakers compete. Language itself was trans-
formed thereby from a local commons into a
national resource for communications. As en-
closure by the lords increased national produc-
tivity by denying the individual peasant to keep a
few sheep, so the encroachment of the loud-
speaker has destroyed that silence which so far had
given each man and woman his or her proper and
equal voice. Unless you have access to a loud-
speaker, you now are silenced. [1985:80-2]
An invention which undermines the basis of community
power by blocking its dynamic of achieving meaning
through consensus is not a very clever invention. But the
point here as everywhere else,is not the invention but the
judgment of its true usefulness. Some beginnings have been
made in thinking in the mode of an emerging moral-
ecological differentiation of consciousness. [Cf. Elgin,
1982; Schumacher, 1973]

* ok ¥

Concluding Untheological Postcript:
The scope of the topics treated of in this short book is
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so vast .that any pointers given in this concluding chapter
can be of only the most tenuous kind. But I feel that some
legitimate puzzlement may have been caused by the no-
table absence of explicit reference to the terms of the
sub-title given to the book. Where has there been treat-
ment of hope, not to mention treatment of inculturation?
Partly the answer lies in the foundational nature of my
attempt, but I would like to draw attention to the implicit
treatment that I would claim to have been furthering.

There is need of an explanatory perspective on hope if
we are not to settle for some vague descriptive specifica-
tion. Just as the prospect of imminent wipe-out through
thermo-nuclear war has powerfully pushed us towards
explanation in a physics, chemistry, and biology of aggres-
sion [Fromm, 1973], so we need an explanation of what
we mean by hope. ’

So far from being an arbitrary or groundless feeling
of optimism, hope is the appropriate response engendered
in human consciousness by the deep-down truth of the
whole emerging process of life as gift. When the integral
truth of God’s gift of life is being distorted out of all
recognition, then people are rendered hopeless, cut off
from the ground of creativity. Only the accurate naming
of the process which is bringing about the distortion can
release again the well-springs of hope and creativity.

Bringing the gospel message of liberation to cultures
can only be done if the integral scale of human values
is respected. When, as at present, the threat to human
cultures is global, inculturation can only happen in the
patient struggle to counter that threat. It is on this central
point that I have concentrated.

While it may be true that ““actual evangelization remains
substantially in the mode and haste of classical culture”
[McShane, 1985:24], many are addressing that problem
today in creative fashion [cf. Boff, 1985:89-107; Cado-
rette, 1982; Pieris, 1985; Schreiter, 1982].

In accordance with my explanatory model, 1 believe
that hope emerges in the context of a perceived and
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understood threat to life. I have tried to facilitate the
perception and the understanding. In the same vein 1
believe that the gospel message becomes most relevant
when we realize the extent to which all life is under
threat of annihilation. I come to what I hope is a fitting
close with this thought from Gerd Theissen:
As a result of industrialization in some areas of
England the birchwoods became grey and black.
The salt and pepper moth, which otherwise had
the best protective colouring and chance of sur-
vival, became more easily recognizable and a prey
to its enemies. Now from time to time black
mutations of it had already appeared. As long as
the birchwoods were white, these fell victims
to selection. Now, however, they had the better
chances of survival. Gradually the moths became
darker. In a different situation their dark colour-
ing, which was once dysfunctional, gave them a
chance of survival. One is tempted to add a moral
to the illustration: Jesus is such a black moth.
He was done away with, but his mode of existence
could later offer a chance of survival. Jesus’ love
of his enemies seems to have been an impractical
dream in world history so far. But the time could
come — indeed is already here — when our survival
depends on how far we are successful in reducing
aggression between human beings and changing
our ways of reacting to enemies. [ 1985:168].

L







APPENDIX 1

LETTER OF A CIVILIZED GENTLEMEN TO
ECOLOGICAL BARBARIANS

What follows is the letter of Chief Seattle to the Presi-
dent of the United States in 1854. It is a profoundly
prophetic document and may help to illustrate the reli-
gious depth, moral superiority, and ecological wisdom of
this shamanic-tribal people by comparison with the Euro-
peans who apparently ‘“hate the earth”.

It is not, hopefully, too late even now to start listening
to peoples who have a longer, richer memory of what
human beings have learned through millenis of creative
living with the earth.

THE WEB OF LIFE

“The Great Chief in Washington sends word that he
wishes to buy our land. The Great Chief also sends us
words of friendship and goodwill. This is kind of him,
since we know he has little need of our friendship in
return. But we will consider your offer.

For we know that if we do not sell, the white man may
come with guns and take our land. The idea is strange to
us. If we do not ownthe freshness of the air and the sparkle
of the water, how can you buy them? Every part of this
earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine-needle,
every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every
clearing, and humming insect is holy in the memory and
experience of my people. The sap which courses through
the trees carries the memories of the red man.

99
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So, when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that

he wishes to buy our land, he asks much of us. The Great
Chief sends word he will reserve us a place so that we can
live comfortably by ourselves. He will be our father and we
will be his children. So we will consider your offer to buy
our land. But it will not be easy. For this land is sacred to
us. : : :
This shining water that lives in the streams and rivers is
not just water but the blood of our ancestors. If we sell
you land, you must remember that it is sacred, and you
must teach your children that it is sacred and that each
ghostly reflection in the clear water of the lakes tells of
events and memories in the life of my people.

The water’s murmur is the voice of my father’s father.
The rivers are our brothers, they quench our thirst. The
rivers carry our canoes, and feed our children. If we sell
you our land, you must remember, and teach your child-
ren that the rivers are our brothers, and yours, and hence-
forth give the rivers the kindness you would give any
brother. :

The white man’s dead forget the country of their birth
when they go to walk among the stars. Qur dead never
forget this beautiful earth, for it is the mother of the red
man. We are part of the earth, and it is part of us. The
perfumed flowers are our sisters, the deer, the horse, the
great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the
juices of the meadows, the body heat of the pony, and
man — all belong to the same family.

% & %

The red man has always retreated before the advancing
white man, as the mist of the mountain runs before the
morning sun. But the ashes of our fathers are sacred.
Their graves are holy ground, and so these hills, these
trees, this portion of the earth is consecrated to us.

We know that the white man does not understand our
ways. One portion of land is the same to him as the next.
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for he is a stranger who comes in the night and takes from
the land whatever he needs. The earth is not his brother,
but his enemy, and when he has conquered it, he moves
on. He leaves his fathers’ graves behind, and he does not
care. He kidnaps the earth for his children. He does not
care. His fathers® graves and his children’s birthright are
forgotten. He treats his mother, the earth, and his bro-
ther, the sky, as things to be bought, plundered, sold like
sheep, or bright beads. His appetite will devour the earth
and leave behind only a desert.

& k%

I do not know. Our ways are different from your ways.
The sight of your cities pains the eyes of the red man. But
perhaps it is because the red man is a savage and does not
understand. There is no quiet place in the white man’s cities.
No place to hear the unfurling of leaves in spring or the
rustle of an insect’s wings. But perhaps it is because I am
a savage and do not understand. The clatter only seems to
insult the ears. And what is there to life if a man cannot
heart the lonely cry of the whippoorwill or the arguments
of the frogs aroung the pond at night? I am a red man and
do not understand. The Indian prefers the soft sound of
the wind darting over the face of a pond, and the smell of
the wind itself, cleansed by a mid-day rain, or scented with
the pinon pine,

k% ok

The air is precious to the red man, for all things share
the same breath — the beast, the tree, the man, they all
share the same breath. The white man does not seem to
notice the air he breathes. Like man dying for many days,
he is numb to the stench.

But if we sell you our land, you must remember that
the air is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit with
all the life it supports. The wind that gave our grand-
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father his first breath, also receives his last sigh, and the
wind must also give our children the spirit of life. And if
we sell you our land, you must keep it apart and sacred.
as a place where even the white man can go to taste the
wind that is sweetened by the meadow’s flowers.

% ok %

So we will consider vour offer to buy our land, if we
decide to accept, I will make one condition — the white
man must treat the beasts of this land as his brothers. I
am a savage and I do not understand any other way. I
have seen a thousand rotting buffaloes on the prairie,
left by the white man who shot them from a passing
train.

I am a savage and do not understand how the smoking
iron horse can be more important than the buffalo that
we kill only to stay alive. What is a man without the
beasts? If all the beasts were gone, man would die from a
great loneliness of spirit. For whatever happens to the
beasts, soon happens to man. ‘All things are connected.

& k%

You must teach your children that the ground beneath
their feet is the ashes of our grandfathers. So that they
will respect the land, tell your children that the earth is
rich with the lives of our kin. Teach your children what
we have taught our children, that the earth is our mother,
Whatever befalls the earth, befalls the sons of the earth.
if men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves.

% % %

This we know, the earth does not belong to man, man
belongs to the earth. This we know, all things are con-
nected, like the blood which unites one family. All things
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are connected. Whatever befalls the earth, befalls the sons
of the earth. Man did not weave the web of life, he is
merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he
does to himself.

% ok ok

But we will consider your offer to go to the reservations
you have for my people. We will live apart and in peace. It
matters little where we spend the rest of our days. Cur
children have seen their father humblied in defeat. Our
warriors have felt shame, and after defeat they turn their
days in idleness and contaminate their bodies with sweet
food and strong drink. It matters little where we spend
the rest of our days. They are not many.

A few more hours, a few more winters, and none of the
children of the great tribes that once lived on this earth or
that roam now in small bands in the woods, will be left to
mourn the graves of a people once as powerful and as
hopeful as yours. But why should 1 mourn the passing of
my people? Tribes are made of men, nothing more. Men
come and go, like the waves of the sea.

% %k X%

Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with
him as friend to friend, cannot be exempt from the com-
mon destiny. We may be brothers after all, we shall see.
One thing we know, which the white man may one day
discover — our God is the same God. You may think that
you own Him as you wish to own our land, but you can-
not. He is the God of man, and His compassion is equal
for the red man and the white. This earth is precious to
him, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its
Creator. The whites too shall pass, perhaps sooner than all
other tribes.
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Continue to contaminate your bed, and you will one
night suffocate in your own waste. But in your perish-
ing you will shine brightly, fired by the strength of the
God who brought you to this land for some special pur-
pose, gave you dominion over this land and over the red
man. That destiny is a mystery to us, for we do not under-
stand when the buffaloes are all slaughtered, the wild
horses arc tamed, the secret corners of the forest heavy
with the scent of many men, and the view of the ripe
hills blotted by talking wires. Where is the thicket? Gone.
Where is the eagle? Gone. And what is it to say good-bye
to the swift pony and the hunt? The end of living and the
beginning of survival.

So we will consider your offer to buy our land. If we
agree, it will be to secure the reservation you have pro-
mised. There, perhaps we may live out our brief days as
we wish. When the last red man has vanished from this
earth, and his memory is only the shadow of a cloud
moving across the prairie, those shores and forests will
still hold the spirits of my people, for they love this earth
as the newborn loves its mother’s heartbeat.

So if we sell you our land, love it as we have loved it,
care for it as we have cared for it, hold in your mind the
memory of the land as it is when you take it. And with
all your strength, with all your mind, with all your heart,
preserve it for your children, and love it . . . as God loves
us all.

One thing we know. Our God is the same God. The
earth is precious to Him. Even the white man cannot be
exempt from the common destiny. We may all be brothers
after all. We shall see.

Chief Seattle, 1854
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PARABLES

Pierre Pradervand has wrtiten what must constitute the
most delightful governmental report ever written [1982].
He concluded it with a parable which illustrates our deep
need for psychic conversion through mirroring back to us
what questions we consider to be alone significant today,

The late William Clark, international civil servant and
author of the all-too-credible policy-fiction book Catac-
lysm: the North-South Conflict of 1987, composed the
second parable just before he died in 1985.

Both parables may stimulate reader’s thinking more thar
my own analytic attempts to understand our situation.

THE GIFT

The woman had the air of someone from another world,
as she walked with her two cupped hands uplifted, and a
green silk cloth covering the gift she carried.

“I have a gift’. she said, facing them, “that surpasses
all gifts”.

“It will be given to the one who asks the only really
important question about it”.

“I know, I know”, Mr Power Man stepped forward.
“What is it useful for? Things have to be useful”.

“] know better”, Mr. Money Man interjected, “How
much does it cost? Things are only valuable if they are
expensive”.

105
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“Is it efficient?” Tech Nocrat hurled at her with an air
of finality, which would have made Moses resemble a
Sunday School teacher fumbhng for a reply to a tricky
question.

“They are all fools”, said Mr. Busy Man, “Time is
money. How much time does it save?”

“Of what use all these questions if I can’t acquire it”,
exclaimed Owner Ship, “My question is, can I possess
it?”

Then a little child came forward, and the five very
Important Men, their briefcases popping with outworn,
useful, expensive, tired, clever, time-saving ideas, tried
to push the child -~ back rather angrily. But their big,
bumbling bodies were no match for the child’s lithe adroit-
ness, and she stood looking into the woman’s clear blue
eyes, so limpid and deep, twin pools of transparent gentle-
ness.

“Will it enable me fo love more?” asked the child.

As she spoke these words, a smile of winsome beauty
illumined the woman’s face.

And suddenly the five briefcases shnvelled, shrivelled
into the utter nothingness they came from, and the clothes
of the five Very Important Men just dissolved. They vainly
tried to cover themselves with the hollowness of their
empty pursuits. '

Mr. Busy Man grabbed after time; but it was just ahead
or just behind him, because he had never learned to live in
the now. ‘

*Tech Nocrat, for the first time in his life, felt inefficient
with a wrinkled fig leaf in his hand.

Owner Ship cred out, “Possession, cover me”, but the
idea one couldever possess a thing was so flimsy you could
see right through it.

“T'll buy your green silk cloth”, Mr. Money Man cried
out to the woman, in desperation. But the minute he
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touched it, it disappeared, because nothing of substance
can money. buy, and the cloth was woven of hope.

M. Power Man, a haunted loock in his eyes searched in
vain around himself. And the child, full of compassion,
ran to him and gave him her handkerchief.

In the woman’s hand sat a simple jar filled with earth
and she said to the little girl, “F’en you see it not, this
jar containeth the seed of a flower of unsurpassable
beauty. Tend for it, love it, water it every day. And if you
are faithful, the plant will grow, and your eyes will open.
And when it is in full bloom, you will realize the jar is
your heart and the full-grown flower of love was always
there”.

THE PARABLE OF THE BAD NEIGHBOURS

The story of the Good Neighﬁour (Samaritan) encap-
sulates a whole sociological treatise in about 400 words.
This, then, is the parable of the Bad Neighbouurs:

Two families moved into a semi-detached house with a
rather thin dividing wall, which permitted them to hear,
but not understand, everything that went on in the other’s
abode. Both familiesbecame convinced that the other was
attempting to break through the wall, and murder them
in their beds. So they each built up a battery of alarm
signals, and more and more sophisticated booby traps and
explosive devices; which would enable them utterly to
destroy the neighbours if they ever attempted to break
through.

The cost of this burglar proofing was so great that neither
family had any cash to spare to fix up the cellar and base-
ment. There, in damp, overcrowded squalor, a large
number of poor coloured tenants lived. In mid-winter
the basement became so cold that the tenants used their
axes to chop off bits of the joists in their ceiling to build
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fires to keep warm. Messages came from. upstairs forbid-
ding them to shake the building, lest the alarm systems
were activated and everyone blown up; but as a conces-
sion, upstairs did promise to turn up the electric heating
so that some warmth could trickle downstairs. But heat
does not trickle down. So the blacks quietly and carefully
sawed away the wood. After a time the joists gave way,
the floors sank, the dividing wall tottered and fell, thus
exploding all its defensive devices and killing everyone
on both sides of the building.

% K k
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