CIA files reveal aid for Nazis
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AFTER World War II, American counterintelligence recruited former Gestapo officers, SS veterans and Nazi collaborators to a greater extent than previously disclosed and helped many avoid prosecution or looked the other way when they escaped, according to thousands of newly declassified documents.

With the Soviet Union muscling in on Eastern Europe, ''settling scores with Germans or German collaborators seemed less pressing; in some cases, it even appeared counterproductive,'' said a government report published at the weekend by the National Archives.

''When the Klaus Barbie story broke, about his escaping with American help to Bolivia, we thought there weren't any more stories like that,'' said Norman J. W. Goda, a University of Florida professor and co-author of the report with professor Richard Breitman of American University. ''What we found in the record is that there were a fair number, and that it seems more systematic.''

In chilling detail, the report also elaborates on the close relationship between Nazi leaders and the grand mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini, who later claimed that he sought refuge in wartime Germany only to avoid arrest by the British.

In fact, the report says, the Muslim leader was paid ''an absolute fortune'' of 50,000 marks a month (when a German field marshal was making 25,000 marks a year). It also said he energetically recruited Muslims for the SS, the Nazi Party's elite military command, and was promised that he would be made leader of Palestine after German troops drove out the British and exterminated more than 350,000 Jews there.

On November 28, 1941, the authors say, Hitler told al-Husseini that the Afrika Korps and German troops deployed from the Caucasus region would liberate Arabs in the Middle East and that ''Germany's only objective there would be the destruction of the Jews''.

The report details how al-Husseini was allowed to flee after the war to Syria and how high-ranking Nazis escaped Germany to become advisers to anti-Israeli Arab leaders.

''We have more detailed scholarly accounts today of al-Husseini's wartime activities, but al-Husseini's CIA file indicates that wartime Allied intelligence organisations gathered a healthy portion of this incriminating evidence,'' the report says. ''This evidence is significant in light of al-Husseini's lenient postwar treatment.'' He died in Beirut in 1974.

The report, Hitler's Shadow: Nazi War Criminals, US Intelligence and the Cold War, grew out of an interagency group created by Congress to identify, declassify and release federal records on Nazi war crimes and on Allied efforts to hold war criminals accountable. It is drawn from a sampling of 1100 CIA files and 1.2 million army counterintelligence files that were not declassified until 2007.
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