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"The good Lord didn't see fit to put oil and gas only where there are

democratic regimes friendly to the United States." - US vice president

Dick Cheney told the Cato Institute three years ago. - (See: How Oil

Interests Play Out in US Bombing of Afghanistan)
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HOW OIL INTERESTS PLAY OUT IN US BOMBING OF AFGHANISTAN

We have synthesized a number of current analyses into some key facts

about how oil ties into the US government's long time involvement in

Central Asia and its hopes of accessing the oil and gas riches of the

area. Oil is clearly not the only force operating, and this is not a

comprehensive analysis, but it is an important piece of a complicated 

political and economic struggle.

The United States has yet to provide concrete evidence that Osama bin

Laden was behind the attacks, but has pursued a bombing campaign anyway

against the Taliban and bin Laden with millions of innocent Afghanis

caught in the middle.  Some analysts are projecting a post-war

Afghanistan where the US military is used as “pipeline police.”

Following are some key points in how US oil interests play into the

current so-called "war on terrorism."

CENTRAL ASIA includes Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,

Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan, parts of India and China. For a

map of the area go to: http://www.askasia.org/image/maps/cntasia1.htm

THE CASPIAN BASIN includes the Caspian Sea and surrounding countries,

Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Turkey and Georgia. For a

map of the area go to: http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/caspgrph.html

THE PERSIAN/ARABIAN GULF STATES include Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran,

Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman. For a map of the area go to:

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/reference/gulfregion.html

*THE CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS AND THE CASPIAN BASIN ARE STAGGERINGLY RESOURCE WEALTHY:

The Caspian Basin has an estimated US$5 trillion of oil and gas

resources. (1)

Central Asia has enormous quantities of undeveloped oil resources

including 6.6 trillion cubic meters of natural gas. (2)

Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan are the two major gas producers in Central

Asia. Turkmenistan contains the world's third largest natural gas

reserves. (3)

*THE UNITED STATES IS RESOURCE POOR AND THE LARGEST CONSUMER OF OIL:

The United States has only 3% of the world’s known oil reserves. (4)

Imports accounts for 60% of America’s daily oil consumption, 13% of that

comes from Persian/Arabian Gulf States which produce 18% of the world’s

supply of oil. 

With less than 5% of the world’s population, the US accounts for over

25% of the world’s oil consumption (5).

The United States would like to control Caspian Sea and Central Asianoil in order reduce dependency on oil from the Persian/Arabian Gulf,

which it cannot control.

*PIPELINE ROUTES ARE KEY TO ACCESSING OIL AND GAS WEALTH FROM THE CASPIAN BASIN:

"Those who control the oil routes out of Central Asia will impact all

future direction and quantities of flow and the distribution of revenues

from new production," said energy expert James Dorian in Oil & Gas

Journal on September 10, 2001.

The only existing export routes from the Caspian Basin lead through

Russia. Investors in Caspian oil and gas are interested in building

alternative pipelines to Turkey, Europe and Asia (6). Afghanistan

occupies a strategic position between the Middle East, Central Asia and

the Indian Subcontinent and lies squarely between Turkmenistan and the

lucrative, desirable and growing markets of India, China and Japan.

U.S. oil companies have been negotiating with the post-Soviet republics

of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan for access to the Caspian Basin for

years, but have made no progress because of the political instability in

the region (7). The United States, Russia and US oil companies are

currently struggling with each other to lay down pipeline routes that

leverage control of the flow of oil and favor political and profit

interests. 

"Afghanistan's significance from an energy standpoint stems from its

geographic position as a potential transit route for oil and natural gas

exports from Central Asia to the Arabian Sea. This potential includes

proposed multi-billion dollar oil and gas export pipelines through

Afghanistan..." said a US government Energy Information fact sheet in

September 2000.

In 1996, a Unocal-led consortium won a contract to build a 1,005 mile

oil pipeline and a companion 918-mile natural gas-pipeline, in addition

to a tanker-loading terminal in Pakistan's Arabian Sea port of Gwadan.

Annual projected income of the project was US2$ billion which in five

years would have paid for its costs. The US government and the Unocal

consortium feared that they could not build a pipeline as long as

Afghanistan, which had been battered by war since the Soviet withdrawal

in 1989, was unstable. In 1998, Unocal shelved the project just after

the US cruise missile strike against Bin Laden's Afghan camps (8).

*THE BUSH-CHENEY OILIGARCHY HAS LONG REPRESENTED OIL INTERESTS IN THE CASPIAN REGION:

“Because of the instability in the Persian Gulf, Cheney and his fellowoilmen have zeroed in on the world’s other major source of oil - the

Caspian Sea. Its rich oil and gas resources are estimated to be worth

US$4 trillion by US News and World Report. The Washington-based American

Petroleum Institute, voice of the major US oil companies, called the

Caspian region, ‘the area of greatest resource potential outside of the

Middle East,' according to Marjorie Cohn, a professor at Thomas

Jefferson School of Law in the Chicago Tribune, August 2000.

Six US oil giants -- Unocal, Total, Chevron, Pennzoil, Amoco and Exxon

-- have invested heavily in the massive oilfield potential in

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The

region's untapped oil reserves are estimated to be worth up to $2,000

billion. (9)

The one serious drawback companies have faced is getting the supplies to

the right market, the energy-hungry Asian Pacific economies. Afghanistan

-- the only Central Asian country with very little oil -- is by far the

best route to transport the oil to Asia.

Enron, the biggest contributor to the Bush-Cheney campaign of 2000,

conducted the feasibility study for a US$2.5 billion trans-Caspian gas

pipeline which is being built under a joint venture agreement signed in

February 1999 between Turkmenistan, Bechtel and General Electric Capital

Services. 

In 1994, Cheney as CEO of Halliburton, a multi-billion oil and gas

services company, helped to broker a deal between Chevron (now

ChevronTexaco) and the state of Kazakhstan when he sat on the country’s

Oil Advisory Board. (10)

On behalf of oil companies, an array of former cabinet members from the

Bush Sr. administration have been actively involved in negotiations with

Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan. They include former

secretary of state James Baker, Brent Scowcroft, former national

security advisor, John Sununu, former chief of staff and Dick Cheney,

former secretary of defense and now Vice President. (11)

*EVERYONE WHO HAS OIL AND GAS INTERESTS IN CENTRAL ASIA NEEDS STABILITY IN AFGHANISTAN:

As one Russian newspaper described it, "Russia's worries are not hard to

understand. They have to do with postwar arrangements in Afghanistan.

Economic interests are paramount. Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan need

stability in Afghanistan so that they can transit their oil/gas

independently." Russia has completed talks with the Tajiks on how to

share gas revenues after the war is over. They're estimating it will

take six years to achieve stability. (12)

SOURCES: 1. "War On Terror Profitable, Same Old Names, Faces Primed to

Make Big Buck off Tragedy," by Christopher Bollyn, American Free Press,

October 1, 2001; 2. ibid; 3.ibid; 4. “Fears Again of Oil Supplies at

Risk,” by Neela Banerjee, New York Times, October 14, 2001; 5. World

Petroleum Consumption, 1990-1999, Energy Information

Administration/International Energy Annual 1999; 6.ibid; 7.Oil

Omissions, Bush Sr., Cheney Have Big Stakes in Saudi Status Quo,

WorkingforChange.com, October 18, 2001; 8. ibif; 9. “Prospect of oil

riches speeds the wheels of war,” by Barry O’Kelly, Sunday Business

Post, Ireland, October 28, 2001; 10. Oil Omissions, Bush Sr., Cheney

Have Big Stakes in Saudi Status Quo, WorkingforChange.com, October 18,

2001; 11. War On Terror Profitable, Same Old Names, Faces Primed to Make

Big Buck off Tragedy, Christopher Bollyn, American Free Press, October

1, 2001; 12. “The God of Fossil Fuels," by James Ridgeway, The Village

Voice, October 16, 2001.
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COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT DISMANTLES MINING TRADE UNION

While George W. Bush pushes the US Senate to adopt his administration’s

Energy policy, the Colombian National Government, multilateral banks and

multinational mining companies are moving to liquidate the state mining

company MINERCOL as a last resort to destroy the mining union

SINTRAMINERCOL. 

SINTRAMINERCOL is the labor union of the state mining company, MINERCOL,

which contracts all the mining operations in the country to private

companies, and to multinationals in particular. Six years ago the union

began an investigation which has since shown how lawyers for

multinational mining companies have helped to draw up Colombian mining

laws to their benefit, but resulting in more violence, helplessness,

forced displacement and torture to the communities in the areas of the

mining mega projects.

SINTRAMINERCOL has also denounced recent new codes sanctioned by

President Pastrana that would favor mining companies owned by his

relatives, giving them enormous tax reductions, no environmental

controls and favorable operating conditions.  As a result, the National

Government, together with mining company lawyers, has recently put into

effect Article 317 of the new Mining Code, taking away all main

functions from MINERCOL. Also through legislation, the government has

attempted to liquidate the company and present a budgetary bill to

congress that makes no financial provisions for the Union's subsistence.

Another force behind these actions is the proposed Bush-Cheney Energy

plan which calls for 1,300 - 1,900 new electrical generating stations

over the next 20 years in the US most of which will be run on fossilfuels, ensuring a massive increase in the demand for coal. Colombia is

already the world's fourth-largest exporter of coal.

The Energy plan also promotes an increase in US foreign investment in

the Colombian coal sector and the reaction to these policies by

Colombian workers has been one of resistance. That resistance has been

met with violent repression.

Community resistance and trade union work is and has been an impediment

to access to the resources. By many accounts, Colombia is one of the

most dangerous places to be a trade unionist. More than 40 union leaders

have been slain so far this year. Last year, 129 were killed. As a

result, it is not only mining communities that are targeted - trade

unionists face a staggering death rate.

The Cerrejon Norte mine, formerly state-owned, is now operated as a

joint venture between the government and U.S.-based Exxon Corp., a unit

of ExxonMobil. In 2000, it produced 18.4 million tons of coal -- half of

Colombia's total output. Half of this went to Exxon, which sold 17

percent of it to two southeast US electric utilities.

The Colombian army provides security for the mine and has a history of

involvement in labor disputes. In the early 1990s, tanks occupied

Cerrejon Norte after the government ordered the military to break a

miners' strike. Other US energy corporations, like Occidental Petroleum,

also depend on the Colombian army to provide security in their

oilfields. 

US labor groups, are now saying human rights abuses abroad have a direct

impact on US workers and union members: In Colombia and elsewhere, a

low-wage workforce whose labor rights are attacked and leaders murdered

gives US companies a low-cost advantage in moving production there.

After developing Cerrejon Norte in the mid-1980s, Exxon began cutting

its US coal production and reduced its US coal-mining workforce to 321

people, from 1,600. Its Colombian operation now accounts for over half

the company's coal production worldwide. Other companies have followed

suit.

SOURCE: "U.S. Energy Plan Spells Danger for Colombian Labor," Inter

Press Service, September 11, 2001; "A Call For Support To Avoid The

Closure Of The State Mining Company In Colombia And Denouncing Certain

Mining Companies For Serious Human Rights Violations," Urgent

Solidarity, Nizkor International Human Rights Team, Derechos Human

Rights, October 12, 2001

MINING INDUSTRY PUSHES FOR ENTRANCE INTO PROTECTED AREAS

The mining industry is pressuring the Indonesian government to change

the status and designated function of protected forests to  “production

forests.” The pressure is coming in the form of an ultimatum: the

Government must open up forests with protected forest status to mining

or else watch foreign mining investment flee Indonesia.

"Those proposing that protected forest areas be open up for mining only

want to benefit from the current weak government position, which badly

needs the investment. It's a cheap, false and dirty tactic," stated

Chalid Muhammad, National Coordinator of the Indonesian Mining Advocacy

Network, JATAM. JATAM is opposed to any proposal that seeks to change

the function of protected forests and conservation areas that would

allow mining activities.

Earlier this month, Minister of Forestry M. Prakosa stated that the

Government was considering reviewing Forestry Law No 41/1999, which bans

opencast mining in protected forests, in order to allow mining companies

to continue their operations in areas that are now categorized as

protected forests. 

The Jakarta Post reports that the law raises concern amongst mining

investors because the new designated protected forest areas include some

of the lands that mining companies are currently exploring with 150

mining companies banned from fully exploiting their concession areas.

However, this statement is not entirely accurate.  In fact, most of

these areas were designated as special status areas or conservation

areas long before mining companies had any concession rights to mine in

the area.  Other functions and features besides mining and minerals must

be considered and prioritized as such.

JATAM points to data that shows that if the government agrees to change

the status and function of protected areas into mining areas, an

estimated 11.4 million hectares of protected area could be lost. This

area consists of 8.68 million hectares of protected forest and 2.8

million hectares of conservation areas, which are distributed over 85

regencies throughout Indonesia. These areas are inhabited by traditional

indigenous communities, are rich in ecological diversity and act as

environmental buffers. Many of these protected and conservation areas

are home to endemic flora and fauna, which cannot be found elsewhere in

the world.

Some of the cases that involve protected areas that mining companies are

currently planning to mine include: Meru Betiri National Park, West Java

by PT Jember Metal, Banyuwangi Mineral and PT Hakman; Lore Lindu

National Park, Central Sulawesi by PT. Mandar Uli Minerals/Rio Tinto;Kerinci Sebelat National Park, Sumatra by PT. Barisan Tropikal Mining

and Sari Agrindo Andalas; Aketajawe Nature Reserve and Lalobata

protected forests, Central Maluku by Weda Bay Minerals; Meratus

protected forest, South Kalimantan by PT. Pelsart Resources NL and

Placer Dome; Wanggameti National Park by BHP; Nantu Nature Reserve by

PT. Gorontalo Minerals;  Taman Hutan Raya Poboya Paneki by PT. Citra

Palu Minerals/ Rio Tinto; Buhubulu Island Tourism Park, by PT. Antam Tbk

and Gag Island protected forest, Papua by Asia Pacific Nikel/BHP.

SOURCE: Press Release, JATAM, October 11, 2001

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DIARY: BOOK REVIEW: Taliban; Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in

Central Asia, by Ahmed Rashid (Yale University Press Books, 2001)

Written by Renaye Brown-Guilartes

While initially investigating how ethnic tensions within Afghanistan

play a central role in the region, Mr. Rashid began to uncover how the

US and Russia have been using the country to fight an ideological war

between capitalism and communism.  During the Cold War the US armed

Afghani factions to resist and eventually kick the Soviets out of

Afghanistan.  The Afghanis were successful in ousting the Soviets, but

unfortunately, according to Mr. Rashid, the US neglected the devastated

Afghanistan at a time when it was in sore need of assistance.  The

results of that neglect are being played out currently.

Further journalistic investigations by Mr. Rashid began to reveal to him

that oil in the Central Asian Republics is another reason for the

seemingly intractable nature of the conflicts within the area.

Turkmenistan which shares its southeastern border with Afghanistan lies

in an area of the world which has the dubious distinction of being one

of the last unexplored oil reserves known to exist.  Western eyes fell

upon it beginning in 1997.

All of the big powers, meaning the governments of nations such as China,

Russia and the US were of course interested in these reserves, but Mr.

Rashid becomes aware that something else was rumbling beneath the

surface of world powers struggling for control or access to the oil.  In

time he realizes that the most powerful players in the race for oil are

not the world powers but the oil companies.  They have a fairly clear

agenda, motivated of course by profit.  However, their maneuverings in

Washington are not as clear.  They are, according to the author, very

secretive about their dealings in Washington and their plans within the

Caspian region.  The justification for this secrecy is that the oil

industry is very competitive, however, Mr. Rashid writes:

"[I]t became apparent to me that strategies over pipelines had becomethe driving force behind Washington's interest in the Taliban which in

turn was prompting a counter-response from Russia and Iran."

In other words, oil companies are the engines behind Washington's

foreign policies in the Central Asian Republics, including Afghanistan.

And it is the US military that protects oil interests in the region.

This military presence is provocative to Osama bin Laden and the

Taliban, indeed to most indigenous communities throughout the world

where US military bases are located.  UNOCAL began negotiations with the

Taliban for a proposed natural gas pipeline route that would travel

through Afghanistan.  But the Taliban has proven itself to be an

especially vexing group to try to negotiate with, in part because of its

extremely secretive nature.

Many of the agreements made between the Taliban and the oil companies

would be nullified by them (the Taliban) seemingly arbitrarily. In

addition, power is highly centralized and communication into and out of

the center can be slow and laborious.  US based oil companies, on the

other hand, are habituated towards business practices that are somewhat

cold, aloof and "brisk".  This style is alienating to a people who can

be loosely described as being more tribal and familial in their dealings

and negotiations with themselves and others.

Anther issue is the Taliban’s treatment of women.  As US feminists

became more aware of Taliban oppression of women and girls, Washington

could no longer push through the results that oil lobbyists wanted

without being viewed as accomplices in these particular human rights

abuses.  As a result of the Taliban refusal to change their position on

women and girls and allow them an education, for example, UNOCAL was

prohibited from making any deals with the Taliban by Washington.

Nevertheless, US maneuverings in the area are ongoing.

I highly recommend this book to anyone looking to illuminate the events

leading up to September 11, 2001.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Support Peruvian Community Demands for No Mining on

Mount Quilish

In less than ten years, a rural agricultural and dairy producing region

in the Andes in northern Peru has been overwhelmed by a multinational

mining operation whose four open-pit gold mines are the most profitable

in all of South America. Spread across 25,000 hectares (63,000 acres) of

mountaintops, the Yanacocha Mine is already the world’s second-largest

gold mine, and it intends to keep growing. The mine is owned by the

Minera Yanacocha joint-venture made up of Newmont Gold Mining based in

Denver, Condesa, a subsidiary of Peruvian Minas Buenaventura, and theInternational Finance Corporation of the World Bank Group. Minera

Yanacocha owns mineral rights to an additional 125,000 hectares

including Mount Quilish, the main source of water for the city of

Cajamarca.

Saving Mount Quilish is the greatest concern for the city of Cajamarca.

Its 130,000 residents (plus 300,000 in the surrounding areas) depend on

water from Mount Quilish for drinking and agriculture.  The Yanacocha

Mine already owns almost all of Mount Quilish and refuses to relinquish

its right to mine the mountain.  The IFC, which owns 5% of shares in the

Yanacocha Mine and provides additional loans, also refuses to define

Mount Quilish off-limits; it only says that Peruvian and IFC standards

for environmental impact studies and public consultation will be

applied.

For more background on the Yanacocha gold mine visit Project

Underground’s website at www.moles.org.

REQUESTED ACTION:  Please send polite letters to partners in the

Yanacocha mine: Newmont Mining Corporation and the International Finance

Corporation (the office of the World Bank that provides loans to the

private sector).

Urge them to commit to Cajamarca citizens’ demand for no mining

operations on Mount Quilish, the main source of drinking water for

Cajamarca and the surrounding agricultural region;

Demand that both Newmont and the IFC establish policies requiring the

participation and consent of affected communities in decisions about new

mine sites and mine expansion.  They must comply with the Rio

Declaration on Environment and Development, which states: “…each

individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the

environment that is held by

public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and

activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in

decision-making processes.” (Principle 10).

ADDRESSES:

Wayne Murdy, CEO

Newmont Mining Corporation

1700 Lincoln Street

Denver, CO 80203 USA

FAX: 303 837-6100

Peter Woicke

Executive Vice President

International Finance Corporation2121 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20433 USA

FAX: +1-202-974-4359

SOURCE: GLOBAL RESPONSE ACTION ALERT #4/01, “Stop Gold Mine Expansion /

Peru”, September -October 2001

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOTSPOTS:

AUSTRALIA: Environmentalists have called on uranium miner Energy

Resources of Australia Ltd (ERA) to cut its losses and rehabilitate the

controversial Jabiluka mine project. ERA is majority owned by global

mining giant RioTinto.  In April, RioTinto said the development of the

controversial mine was only a remote possibility, but refused to back

away from the project altogether. RioTinto chairman Sir Robert Wilson

said the current and foreseeable market conditions meant it was

"economically unattractive" to invest in Jabiluka, which adjoins the

World Heritage-listed Kakadu National Park. (AAP Information Services

Pty. Ltd, October 17, 2001)

BOLIVIA: Dozens of laid-off workers from the oil company Yacimientos

Petroliferos Fiscales de Bolivia (YPFB) began a hunger strike on October

15 to demand compensation for the 1,500 workers who lost their jobs when

the company was privatized. The workers are demanding that the Chamber

of Deputies pass a bill--already approved by the Senate--that would

allow the transfer of YPFB assets worth US$16.3 million to the

worker-owned entity Pexim S.A., as agreed to in an October 6, 1999 pact

between the workers and the government. Alternatively, the workers have

offered to give up these assets in exchange for the return of their

jobs. As of October 19, some 150 former YPFB workers were taking part in

the hunger strike around the country. Union leaders warned that if their

demands are not met, the workers will step up their actions on October

22 by seizing oil refineries and cutting off gas supplies. (El Diario

(La Paz), October 15 & 20, 2001, Los Tiempos (Cochabamba), October 15,

2001)

GHANA: Villages in the Wassa West District of Ghana's western region

have been hit by the spillage of thousands of cubic metres of mine

wastewater contaminated with cyanide and heavy metals. The cyanide-laced

waste contaminated the River Asuman on October 16 when a tailings dam

ruptured at a mine operation owned by the South African company,

Goldfields. Hundreds of dead fish, crabs and birds can be seen littering

the banks of the river. Others float on the surface of the river which

is the only source of drinking water for surrounding villages. Virtually

all life forms in the river and its tributaries have been decimated, and

people's livelihoods are endangered. Scientists fear the cyanide and

heavy metal residue from the spill could remain for decades posing a

health and environmental threat to the people and wildlife in the area.(Environment News Service, October 24, 2001)

KENYA: A High Court judge in Mombasa on September 21 ruled against

Tiomin Kenya, a Canadian mining company and its US$116 million titanium

strip-mining project in the Kwale district. High Court judge Andrew

Hayanga in Mombasa, said that the project should not continue because it

was likely to have adverse effects on the environment and because the

company has not presented the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to

the Kenyan government. The ruling is another setback for Tiomin, which

is already claiming losses amounting to US$7 million. Farmers from

Maumba and Nguluku who challenged the project in the High Court said the

compensation by Tiomin was inadequate; that they objected to moving out

of Maumba and Nguluku – areas earmarked for mining – on grounds that

Tiomin had not put out a proper relocation plan; and they also took

issue with the EIA prepared by the company, saying it down-played

issues. (The Daily Nation, Kenya, September 22, 2001, Global Response,

September 24, 2001)

NIGERIA: Shell, the Anglo-Dutch oil company, is suing two villages in

Nigeria for damage to equipment during an alleged attack by people from

the Olomoro and Oleh communities in September. Shell is suing the two

Niger Delta communities for US$25 million (!) in damages as well as more

than US$800,000 per day in lost production since the September 27

attacks. The case against the Olomoro and Oleh communities has been

described as the first such action by a multi-national company against a

local community. The High Court in the Nigerian state of Benin is

expected to begin hearing the case on October 29. In a statement filed

to the court, the company said it had been "very sensitive to the

welfare and well-being of host communities."  Meanwhile over 30 years of

oil extraction by companies like Shell have left the communities of the

Niger Delta impoverished, their traditional livelihoods and cultures

destroyed and their drinking water and environment polluted. (BBC,

October 22, 2001)

PAKISTAN: The Sindh High Court dismissed the legal challenge brought by

local campaigners and Friends of the Earth International against British

oil giant Premier Oil and its plans to drill for gas in Kirthar National

Park because the relevant wildlife laws were dramatically weakened while

the case was being considered. Kirthar National Park is one of

Pakistan's largest protected areas and home to numerous threatened

species.  It is also contains several important archaeological sites and

is considered essential for the water supply of 14 million people in

nearby Karachi.  At the start of this year, Section 15 of the Sindh

Wildlife Protection Ordinance clearly prohibited the "clearing or

breaking up of any land for cultivation, mining or for any other

purpose."  In June, the Governor of Sindh province - director of an oil

company until he became governor last year - amended wildlife laws sothat they would not apply "to any activity in a national park in

connection with the exploration or production of oil and gas." Citizens

Committee on Kirthar director Farhan Anwar said that they were

disappointed, but not surprised. "It's absolutely outrageous that the

interests of this British company have come before Pakistani people and

the environment."  (People's Press Printing Society Ltd Morning Star,

October 6, 2001)

RUSSIA: The NRK (Norwegian Radio) recently obtained a declassified CIA

report dated 1986 where American specialists drew the conclusion that

the Russian part of the Barents Sea contains colossal oil and gas

reserves. The amount of oil on the Russian shelf is estimated at 30

billion barrels and equals the total amount of all oil in the Northern

Sea, West Europe's major "oil well". CIA analysts believe that oil

extraction in the Barents Sea will hurt the United States badly, because

Washington's European allies will certainly succumb to the temptation to

participate in the oil projects together with Moscow. Norway is so eager

for confirmation of the American specialists' conclusions that the

government even abandoned its traditional pro-environmentalist bias in

this case. Meanwhile, the first crude oil transported through a major

new pipeline built by the Caspian Pipeline Consortium has been loaded

onto a tanker bound for Europe. (Novye Izvestia, August 31, 2001; BBC,

October 15, 2001)

TANZANIA: Environmental and human rights groups in Tanzania, Canada,

Europe, and the United States are calling for an independent

investigation into claims that over 50 artisan miners were buried alive

at the Bulyyanhulu gold mine owned by Canada-based Sutton resources. The

calls are based on video footage found by Tanzanian investigators from

August 1996 that purports to show a police investigating team as it came

across decomposing body parts. It includes interviews with local miners

who claim that some of their colleagues were buried underground. The

Kahama Mining Corporation, a subsidiary of Sutton Resources, had mineral

rights to the area, located about 50 kilometers south of Lake Victoria,

at the time of the alleged incident. The mine is now owned by

Canada-based Barrick Gold which bought it in 1999. Kahama Mining

continues to operate the mine and claims that company officials were

present during the 1996 evictions of illegal miners and that it "is

therefore qualified to confirm that no miners were killed." (Inter Press

Service, September 28, 2001; Press Release, MiningWatch Canada,

September 27, 2001)

UNITED STATES:

Alaska: US Interior Secretary Gale Norton was caught trying to deceive

the US Senate about the effects of oil drilling on the Porcupine

Caribou, a species of Caribou that uses the Arctic National WildlifeRefuge (the Refuge) to birth its young. The Washington Post, a US-based

newspaper, reports that Norton replied to inquiries about the caribou

from the Senate with data that would support her case for oil

exploration in the Refuge.  She also added false data that stated

caribou calving is concentrated outside of the proposed drilling area,

while the opposite is true. Those in the Senate who support drilling

have used the attacks on the US on September 11, as further leverage to

push for drilling, claiming that it would be in the Nation's security

interests. However, if the Refuge were to be open for oil exploration,

it would be 4 - 10 years before oil was actually produced there. When

questioned about Norton's deception, her spokeswomen said she not only

relied on information from US Fish and Wildlife, but also input from a

"peer-reviewed" caribou study from the Wildlife Society Bulletin who

openly acknowledged oil giant BP Exploration for funding.  (Washington

Post, October 19, 2001)

Idaho: In October 2001, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

proposed a US$459 million dollar cleanup of accumulated toxic mining

waste in Idaho’s Coeur d’Alene Basin. This 1,500 square-mile area is so

devastated that during a 1999 flood, 1 million pounds of lead flowed

into Lake Coeur d’Alene and on another occasion a million pounds of zinc

flowed into the same lake. The Coeur d’Alene Tribe has been directly

affected by this environmental disaster. The clean up is expected to

take twenty to thirty years and cost projections for the clean up, by

the EPA, have been as high as US$4 billion dollars. In 1983, the EPA

designated a 21-square-mile area near Kellogg, Idaho a Superfund site.

So far the EPA has spent more than US$200 million dollars to clean it by

replacing contaminated soil in local resident’s yards and by capping

mining tailings. In September, one of the corporations responsible for

the pollution, Hecla Mining agreed to pay only US$138 million for its

role in the pollution and may potentially be relieved from cleanup

responsibilities in its mines in Grouse Creek, Idaho and Yellow Pine,

Idaho. Asarco, another mining company believed to be responsible for

polluting Coeur d’Alene Basin, has yet to settle the lawsuit brought by

the Coeur d’Alene Tribe and the EPA. (Environmental Laboratory

Washington Report, September 13, 2001; The Idaho Statesman, Associated

Press September 13, 2001; The New York Times October 28, 2001).

Wisconsin: The US Seventh Circuit Appellate Court has turned down

Wisconsin's appeal to overturn the Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa

Community's enhanced water quality standards. In 1995, the EPA granted

the tribe Treatment-As-State" (TAS) status under the federal Clean Water

Act, in a decision challenged by State Attorney General James Doyle. In

its ruling, the Court stated, "This grant of TAS status alarmed the

State of Wisconsin, which saw it as both an affront to the state's

sovereignty and, more pragmatically, as an action with the potential to

throw a wrench into the state's planned construction of a hugezinc-copper sulfide mine on the Wolf River, upstream from Rice Lake.

Concerned about its loss of authority over certain territory within its

outer boundaries and worried that the tribal water standards might limit

the activities of the mine by prohibiting some or all of the discharge

from the mine, Wisconsin filed this action...." (Midwest Treaty Network,

September 21, 2001)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

VITAL STATISTICS:  Proposed Gas Pipelines from Turkmenistan

1. Enron/Wing Merril BOTAS/ Gama Guris:

ROUTE: Turkmenistan – Azerbaijan – Turkey

DETAILS: Under Caspian Sea

COST: US$2.5 billion

STATUS: Contract for a Turkmenistan-turkey pipeline under the Caspian

Sea signed in 1999 by consortium made up of Bechtel Group and US General

Electric. 

2. Unocal, Delta Oil, Turkmenrosgaz

ROUTE: Turkmenistan – Pakistan - Afghanistan

DETAILS: 937 miles

COST: US$2.5 billion

STATUS: Suspended

3. Birdas – TAP

ROUTE: Turkmenistan – Pakistan - Afghanistan

DETAILS: 750 miles

COST: US$2.5 billion

STATUS: Suspended

4. Royal Dutch Shell, Gaz de France, Snamprogetti, Turkmenistan

ROUTE: Turkmenistan – Iran – Turkey

DETAILS: 1,875 miles

COST: US$2 billion

STATUS: Stalled

5. Mitsubishi, ExxonMobil, China, Turkmenistan

ROUTE: Turkmenistan – Kazakhstan – China - Japan

DETAILS: 5,000 miles

COST: US$22 billion

STATUS: Stalled

6. China – Iran – Turkmenistan

ROUTE: Kazakhstan – Turkmenistan – Iran – Persian Gulf

DETAILS: 1,500 miles

COST: US$2.5 billion

STATUS: Stalled

7. 120-mile-long gas pipeline connecting Iran-Turkmenistan opened in

December 1997

SOURCE: Taliban; Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia,

by Ahmed Rashid, Yale University Press Books, 2001.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMUNITY PIPELINE

Contacts:

For more information on coal mining in Colombia:

Nizkor International Human Rights Team

Nizkor is a member of the Peace and Justice Service-Europe (Serpaj),

Derechos Human Rights (USA) and GILC (Global Internet Liberty Campaign)

P.O. Box 156037 - 28080 -

Madrid - Espanya. 

TEL: +34.91.526.7502

FAX: +34.91.526.7515

WEBSITE: http://www.equiponizkor.org

EMAIL: eng@equiponizkor.org

For more information on mining in Indonesia:

JATAM (Jaringan Advokasi Tambang)

Indonesian Mining Advocacy Network

Jl. Mampang Prapatan II No. 30

RT 015 / RW 04 -- Jakarta 12790

INDONESIA 

TEL: +62-(0)21-794 1559

FAX: +62-(0)21-791 81683

EMAIL: jatam@jatam.org

WEBSITE: www.jatam.org

For more information on the Yanacocha Gold mine in Peru:

Shanna Langdon

Mining Campaign Coordinator

Project Underground

1916A Martin Luther King Jr Way

Berkeley, CA  94703

TEL: +1 510 705 8981

FAX: +1 510 705 8983

EMAIL: project_underground@moles.org

WEBSITE:http://www.moles.org

Publications:

*Copper, Phelps Dodge, and the Future of Grant County's Mining District.

This new report put out by the Interhemispheric Resource Center provides

a comprehensive overview of economic and environmental considerations

associated with the copper mining industry in Grant County, as well as

detailed corporate information about Phelps Dodge Mining Company, Grant

County's largest copper mining company. Phelps Dodge Mining Company

refused to participate or give information to IRC for this report.

To obtain the full text of the report either download a PDF copy of this

report visit this website:

http://www.irc-online.org/copper/ or email a request for a printed copy

at this address:  irc@irc-online.org (plus $5 shipping and handling)

Siri D. Khalsa 

Interhemispheric Resource Center

P.O. Box 2178 

Silver City, NM 88062

Voice:(505) 388-0208

Fax: (505) 388-0619

email: <mailto:siri@irc-online.org>siri@irc-online.org

http://www.irc-online.org/

http://www.fpif.org/>http://www.fpif.org/

*Extractive Sectors and the Poor

Oxfam America report: Developing countries that rely heavily on oil or

mineral exports suffer higher rates of poverty and child mortality, and

spend more on their militaries than similar countries with more diverse

economies. This report was released immediately proceeding the World

Bank’s findings of a yearlong review of its oil, gas, and mining

investments.

To obtain the full text of the report download a PDF copy here:

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/eireport/reporttext.html

TOOLS

* Young Environmentalist’s Actions (grades 3-8) and Eco-Club Actions

(high school):

Global Response, an international network for environmental action and

education, publishes Young Environmentalist’s Actions (grades 3-8) andEco-Club Actions (high school). These Action Bulletins provide young

people with information about global environmental issues and the local

communities that are struggling to stop the destruction of valuable

forests, rivers, wetlands,

and habitats. Each Action Bulletin invites young people to write letters

to help a specific community defend its natural resources and its right

to a safe, healthy environment.

To learn more, and to request your free introductory inquiry packet,

please visit the Global Response website at www.globalresponse.org, call

+1 303-444-0306, or email: action@globalresponse.org.

Note: Free Teachers Packets and a short video are also available.

WEBSITES:

*Online Burma Library – www.burmalibrary.org

Online Burma Library is a website designed to make full texts of Burma

documents accessible online to Burmese and non-Burmese researchers,

academics, educators, journalists, officials, diplomats, activists and

others. The website features a linked thematic catalogue of what is

already available on the Internet. It also houses the Burma Action

Directory, BAD-Corp list of corporations operating in Burma and the

archive of the Burma Press Summary as well as other archives. As they

become available, more documents and information will be added to this

website.

*Mining Information about Minera Yanacocha in Cajamarca, Peru

Oxfam America has set up a new website with information about Cerro

Quilish, a mountain in Cajamarca, Peru that Minera Yanacocha a mining

consortium plans to mine. In October 2000 the municipality of Cajamarca

declared the area a "nature reserve" and thus off-limits to mining.

Opposition to the proposed expansion is widespread among a wide variety

of local groups in the area. The site includes important facts about the

proposed project and information about who to contact in the World Bank

to express objections to this project.

The Website address: http://www.oxfamamerica.org/yanacocha/

*Disclaimer:  Project Underground does not extensively review any of the

resources published in Community Pipeline.  We only pass on the

information for our readers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CORRECTION: On June 30, 2001, Project Underground printed in the VitalStatistics section of Drillbits & Tailings, “Since 1992, Halliburton has

contributed US$16.2 billion to the campaigns of Washington-bound

politicians.” The correction is that Halliburton contributed US$1.6

billion to the campaigns of Washington bound politicians.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Drillbits & Tailings is a monthly mining, oil and gas update published

by Project Underground online in English and Spanish. Back-issues are

archived on our web site <http://www.moles.org>. We welcome submissions

or news items, however we cannot offer remuneration.

Research assistance for Drillbits & Tailing is provided by

ImpactResearch: A Program of the DataCenter. ImpactResearch serves

environmental justice organizations by providing strategic research for

campaigns. ImpactResearch is subsidized by foundation grants. For more

information, please call 510-835-4692.

Special thanks to the following volunteers who made this edition

possible: Tracey Brieger, Helene Busby and Renaye Brown-Guilartes.

Subscriptions to D&T are US$500 corporation; US$60 Institution; US$35

non-profit organization; US$25 individual/low budget organization.

Feel free to cross-post anything in D&T. Articles in D&T that are not

footnoted or sourced should be credited to Project Underground when

reprinted.

To subscribe send a BLANK EMAIL to:

englishdrillbits-subscribe@topica.com

To unsubscribe send a BLANK EMAIL to:

englishdrillbits-unsubscribe@topica.com

Project Underground

Supporting the human rights of communities resisting mining and oil

exploitation

1916A Martin Luther King Jr Way

Berkeley, CA  94703

TEL: +1 510 705 8981

FAX: +1 510 705 8983

EMAIL: project_underground@moles.org

WEBSITE:http://www.moles.org
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