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Henry Stimson, the secretary of war, wrote that the use of the atomic bombs was not to shorten the war, but “to get a political advantage in the US’ postwar strategy against the Soviet Union.” p. 21

in May 1955 five Japanese citizens brought suit against the Japanese government for injuries sustained as a result of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On Dec 7, 1963 the District Court of Tokyo delivered a lengthy decision ruling that the bombings had violated international law. 

the plaintiffs claimed that the Japanese government , in waving all claims of its nationals in the peace treaty with the US, wrongfully deprived them of claims based on violations of international law. p. 90 

the court held that the indiscriminate bombing of H and N - cities with no concentration of military objectives - was an act contrary to international law. p. 91

the court argued that the plaintiffs were entitled to damages under Japanese municipal law since they had been injured by a violation of international law - a law accepted by the Japanese government. The decision, by consent of both parties, was not appealed. p. 91

= the Shimoda ruling

dissent without civil disobedience is consent: Thoreau p. 150

