from "Chomsky's challenges", a book review of Chomsky's Toward a New Cold

War, reviewed by Walter LaFeber, (undated, no reference of where

published), from a set of tomes published by Routledge on the works of Noam

Chomsky

"...Chomsky suggested that a major reason for the original US involvement

[in Vietnam] between 1950 and 1954 was to keep Southeast Asia open for

Japanese exploitation. Preserving Japan as part of the west's capitalist

and containment system was the major US objective, not the principle of

self-determination. Chomsky was challenged on this point and, to my

knowledge, has not raised it since. This is unfortunate, because the

Pentagon Papers and other new sources show conclusively that the concern

for Japanese capitalism was a major cause for the initial US involvement in

Vietnam." 

