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ATTN: The Japanese Ministry of Agriculture
RE: Japanese Agricultural Standards for Organic Agricultural Products
(JASOAP)

Dear Sirs,

I write on behalf of Genetic Food Alert (GFA), an organisation that
represents the UK wholefood trade. Our members, who include most of the
wholefood wholesalers in the UK, have a collective turnover in excess
of £400 million per annum. Most of our wholesalers import organic products
from Japan, our manufacturers use organic ingredients from Japan, our
retailers sell Japanese foods and our members are collectively the main
UK buyers of Japanese organic products. [Wholesalers include COMMUNITY
FOODS, ESSENTTAL TRADING, GOOD FOOD DISTRIBUTORS, GOODNESS FOODS WHOLESALE,
GREEN CITY, HIGHLAND WHOLEFOODS, THE HEALTH STORE, INFINITY FOODS,
QUEENSWOOD NATURAL FOODS, RAINBOW WHOLEFOODS and SUMA]

We are concerned that new Japanese Agricultural Standards for Organic

Agricultural Products (JASOAP) announced on January 20th, 2000 allow GMOs
in fertilisers and soil improvement materials. We understand that these
allow, for example, the use of genetically modified rapeseed and soybean
0il refuse and their meal as soil inputs and the use of composts derived

from livestock and poultry manure that are fed with GMO feed.

Contamination of organic products in this way is incompatible with UK

organic standards and is not acceptable to businesses that are members of
Genetic Food Alert. If Japanese organic standards are not improved to
ensure that such GM materials are avoided then it may be necessary for us

to instruct our members to suspend purchases of organic products from Japan.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter; we welcome your response.



Yours faithfully,

ROBERT VINT, National Co—ordinator
GENETIC FOOD ALERT
http://www. essential-trading. co. uk/genetix. htm



