Japanese life insurance company could
use genetic info to set rates

April 2, 2016 (Mainichi Japan)

Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Co. is deliberating using people's genetic information to provide targeted

services, and could charge different rates based on health risks, it was learned on April 1.

It marks the first time that a major life insurance company in Japan is known to seriously be considering
using customers' genetic information. As the company initiates research into services using DNA data, it
is expected to hire genetics experts and consider partnerships with companies performing genetic

analysis.

Using genetic analysis performed with the customer's consent, the client's likelihood of developing
certain diseases can be predicted to a certain degree. The company says it has not yet decided how it
might use the information. However, one industry source expects the firm to provide advice to clients
with genetic risk factors on health management and lifestyle improvement to help them avoid disease. A
lowered risk of disease will allow lower insurance bills, and insurance companies will benefit financially

if there are more healthy people and, therefore, fewer people using their insurance.

On the other hand, if an insurance company discovers that a customer is genetically predisposed to a

disease, it could engage in genetic discrimination, charging higher rates or denying coverage.

In 2008, the United States passed the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act, which forbids
companies there from using genetic information to decide whether to provide medical insurance for a
customer. There is no such limitation for life insurance, however, on the grounds that customers who

learn that they have certain genetic risk factors may try to enroll in high-paying insurance plans.

Japan has no such rules in place, and there has been little debate on how to protect the rights of insurance

customers from discriminatory use of genetic information.



With advances in computing, genetic information has become more accessible, and is a growing private
industry. In 2013, a famous U.S. actress made headlines when, after discovering through genetic testing

that she had an elevated risk of breast cancer, she had her breasts removed.
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