Japan Power Firms' CO2 Emissions Up 29 Pct in FY 2011
   Tokyo, Sept. 18 (Jiji Press)--Carbon dioxide emissions at 10 Japanese power companies totaled 409 million tons in fiscal 2011, up 29 pct from the previous year, exceeding 400 million tons for the first time, the Federation of Electric Power Companies of Japan said Tuesday.     Shutting down of nuclear reactors across the country in the wake of the March 2011 disaster and a resulting increase in dependence on thermal power contributed to the rise in CO2 emissions..    In the year to last March, emissions of the heat-trapping gas amounted to 0.476 kilogram per kilowatt-hour, up 36 pct from the previous year, the organization for major Japanese power utilities said.    This means the fiscal 2011 emission level is close to the one in fiscal 1981, though a simple comparison is difficult due to transactions of emission rights, it said.    The federation has set a target of reducing CO2 emissions by some 20 pct from fiscal 1990 levels to 0.340 kilogram per kilowatt-hour on average for fiscal 2008-2012. But because an average 0.387 kilogram was discharged for the three years through fiscal 2011, the power firms have to reduce drastically the emissions in the final year.
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