Japan to put new global warming scheme into full swing
BANGKOK (Kyodo) -- The Japanese government plans to put into full swing in fiscal 2013 a new mechanism to tackle global warming, under which Japan will receive emission rights from developing countries in exchange for providing them with energy-saving technologies, government officials said Saturday.
At the conference in Bangkok of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Japanese government explained the new scheme to participating countries.
Although Japan will not commit to the second phase of the Kyoto Protocol starting in 2013, it has pledged to address global warming on a voluntary basis. The government considers the new system a means to slash greenhouse gas emissions after the first binding phase expires.
Japan also aims to proceed with negotiations on global warming after 2020 with an advantage by increasing the number of countries which are friendly to Japan.
However, some member countries in the conference as well as environmental groups have voiced concern that emission cuts under the mechanism could be modest and fail to achieve sufficient reduction of gas emissions without supervision by a third party.
Japan has already carried out the trials of the new system, dubbed Bilateral Offset Credit Mechanism, in some countries in Southeast Asia and Africa, and started talks about it with some 10 countries including Vietnam and Mongolia.
The new mechanism is similar to the Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol, which provides credits for countries that implement emission-reduction projects in developing nations, but it gives countries much more flexibility than the CDM.
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