Japan's first fertilized eggs created via in

vitro fertilization using donated eggs

The Oocyte Donation Network (OD-Net), a Kobe-based group created to help women who do not have
their own eggs due to medical conditions, said on July 27 that it created fertilized eggs via in vitro
fertilization with eggs collected from two volunteer donors and sperm from the husbands of women

desiring donated eggs.

The procedure represented the first infertility treatments in the nation's history whereby eggs had been
provided by third-party donors who were neither related nor known to those receiving them. The eggs are

scheduled to be transferred into the recipients' wombs within the year.

"While different opinions exist with respect to the matter of in vitro fertilization that does not involve the
sperm and egg of a married couple, there are numerous such couples who desire to undergo this
procedure," said OD-Net Director Sachiko Kishimoto during a press conference held at the Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare. "I hope that legislation in this regard will be passed in a timely manner, which

will also benefit volunteer donors who are providing their eggs free of charge."

The two volunteers whose eggs were used in the recent fertilizations were both anonymous women in

their 30s who were unpaid in accordance with OD-Net's policy. Both already have children of their own.

The two recipients who will receive their fertilized eggs are also both women in their 30s who are married

and who were diagnosed with early menopause that resulted in an absence of eggs.

The two infertility patients were matched with the donors by an organization known as the "Matching
Committee" -- which is comprised of pediatricians and lawyers -- based upon such factors as age and
blood type. Consultations were also undertaken with clinical psychologists, and the donations were

approved by an ethics committee.

In order to avoid the identity of the donors and recipients being disclosed, details such as the regions

where they live and the medical facilities that were utilized have remained undisclosed.



OD-Net began soliciting volunteer egg donors in January 2013, and announced in May of the same year
that matches had been made between three donors and those desiring donated eggs. The procedures did

not go forward, however, after the donors changed their minds.
July 27,2015 (Mainichi Japan)

http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20150727p2a00m0na036000c.html

FiEaR - F=HMFTRRN RER
g, BRW

MHER 2015407 H27 8 HEAT

NPOEA (OD-NET) (c kB FBF

BEtoREN g;q!)%‘ ﬁ
(R
C{RRE  easis

OD-NETA FHAMERT

J&‘?‘RFEL __Bimm
SRR, MR OD-NET T
 emzETEe -1
i Lzussed
{£ Sy U—
g 3 1
b ((5UA-@RE | g (5A-8F )
i (hoels 5| @ (hovelo5)
3 ¥ 1
g [ meEw | @[ meEE |

_BNEENEEZERASTHEE

IRFRM DRI

HAEE


http://mainichi.jp/english/english/newsselect/news/20150727p2a00m0na036000c.html
http://mainichi.jp/graph/2015/07/27/20150727dde001040054000c/001.html
http://mainichi.jp/graph/2015/07/27/20150727dde001040054000c/001.html

IR CTIFDRNEMEREE RS 2720, BERT T 4 THhoOINFREEH AT
LMEHONPOJEN IRz ik (OD-NET) J i¥27H, 2 A0 3 0D
NI T AT HEHENOEINL, TR ENRME /LT 5EEDOROEF LRIV ST
IREERL L7 L3R Uiz, FENICHBEOTEICBET 5, BURSCHMALS O LT mbL T 0%
EENOIFRME A Y | FEHET D REIERITE N,

FIFARD BEAREEFHERE S, EATHE CRRESR Lz, EAHERIT [REMUSD
ARG ITB SR D D0, LOREFITTZL SAWD, BETINFIRETEIRT T 4T 0
72O b RARIBEEZ RD IV EEE LT,

PRFHEMEE IS, EACEEZRMITSTHE LI TFELOWL L2 N, ##fEZ T 58E 2 A
T HI23 0RDBEEE T, R TINF A 2n LB s,

NEBESHELTHEIND vy Frr7EES] C, BEOFERLMIE R L2 5E(1C
it AT 5 EE L RIEFE LML EGDE, BROHEICR 20008 7R EEZRT,
PEBSMREEZ KR LTz, 1afREaR. e 813 Y EFOREICORN L) L LTA
Lo Te,

FFAIZ2 0 1 341 HICRECESFELFLG, FFES A K77 4 7 &M 3 A b offt
FAFRRE ST ERER LR, REFEOREMENC LI REICEIES 22 o7, [FEE—]

NEEBER <. FESLC

FETONP OIEN TIR-FR a2 k) (OD-NET) AEY ML =& OEER T
VT AT DBINFREEELHEET, WD TRT T 47 L BIIF MR S, BA O
SHORMINT- AR, HESTW S, R CIITORWEBE O EED DT,
MEREGR A 72 E EOFEMIEM ) LT 2HMELZ,

ERNTOIIFRAIZT, 19 9 8FITHFI~Z =T 4 —27 U=y 7 (REFR) 23k 5 DRk
T MEDOHPEZ IR L CLURE, — MO ERIEBI Mtk o N 242t H 108 L T 7,



0, ERNOEERITEE T, KESK A, BB EEIN R L CAE Il TRt EZ T D
ZHEHZ,

—07 . BRFREHCITERE S 2, B\IBRIC RN Y O b B IR ECE SRR, PEATS MR
BN OWTEIEDORIEITIIREN 2V, BRYEO T m Y= 7 M F—o0 [EATELMEZ R
EHBIRZ ED D RIBRHFIEROAESREE BRT28, OO RIE LI > TWRY, ##
PR CHEINFER A ORIER 22 S ) A7 PEREL28N0b b D,

FFEKOSTRITIE, AENETH1 5BITRY ., HRTIUSRIE O KA R L ol
OSBRSS (HEZRBHR) 2B05, L5, BBT CHRRICONTE JELBIVT
RE DTN Do FRINFARIHE & 2D 2 L R HRALIEAICE S -IT 57 R
b s MEBE S NG, (FTE ]

http://mainichi.jp/shimen/news/20150727dde001040054000¢.html

Fertile eggs produced through donation
from anonymous women

Kyodo
o Jul27,2015

Two women with ovarian problems have produced fertile eggs through in vitro fertilization using sperm
from their husbands and eggs donated from anonymous females, a nonprofit organization supporting

fertility treatment said Monday.

While there have been 24 cases in Japan in which women have given birth by using sperm from their

husbands and eggs from their sisters or friends, it is the first time that complete strangers had donated the

eggs.


http://mainichi.jp/shimen/news/20150727dde001040054000c.html

The development could bring attention to a host of issues Japan needs to deal with over egg donation,
including ensuring the rights of children to know about their origins and compensation for health

problems that donors could face when offering eggs.

The fertile eggs will undergo screening for hepatitis and other diseases before being implanted in the two
female patients — both in their 30s and suffering from premature menopause — possibly by the end of

this year. The donors are also in their 30s and have children.

The children to be born will be notified before they enter elementary school that people other than their

mothers have donated eggs, according to Kobe-based NPO OD-Net, or Oocyte Donation Network.

If the children wish to do so, they can also learn about the donors when the reach the age of 15.

The organization quoted one of the donors as saying she offered her eggs in the hope she can “help

couples having a hard time in fertility treatment.”

One of the patients said in a statement: “I am overwhelmed with gratitude toward the donor. Now it is my

turn to try hard.”

OD-Net in January 2013 started soliciting volunteers under age 35 to donate eggs on an anonymous basis

to women who can’t produce eggs due to illnesses but are capable of giving birth.

Because two cases satisfied medical conditions, OD-Net said in April this year that an ethics panel of an

institution consisting of fertility treatment clinics gave the green light to their treatment.

On in vitro fertilization involving people other than a couple, a health ministry panel said in a 2003 report
that eggs should be donated only from an anonymous third person because receiving eggs from a close

person could complicate family relationships.

But it has been nearly impossible for individuals to find an anonymous egg donor. With no laws or

regulations on egg donations, patients’ sisters or friends have usually become donors.

Sachiko Kishimoto, the head of OD-Net, said: “There are mixed reactions to in vitro fertilization
involving people other than a married couple, but I want people to know there are many couples wishing

(to undergo the treatment).



“We want (the government) to swiftly prepare laws, thinking about people who are donating eggs without

being paid and without compensation,” she said.

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/07/27/national/science-health/fertile-eggs-prod

uced-donation-anonymous-women/#.VbbTObckdpk
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